
 

Washington Theological Union 
proudly welcomes 

 

Dr. Julia Upton, RSM 
Provost, St. John’s University 

 
presenting a talk on her new book 

Following the death of H. A. Reinhold in 1968, Godfrey Diekmann referred to 
him as a "liturgical prophet." Diekmann, a liturgical giant in his own right, 
called on others to follow in Reinhold's steps and "take up his mantle in the 
thorny task" of pastorally implementing the liturgical changes brought about by 
the Second Vatican Council. Over forty years later, that task remains every bit 
the challenge it was in Reinhold's day. As cries for social justice resound, 
liturgy more than ever must be the tie of relevance that binds the Church to 
the world. It is this essential link—between liturgy and social justice—that Julia 
Upton discovered in Reinhold and that she wonderfully retrieves in tracing his 
life and legacy. In doing so, she takes up H. A. Reinhold’s prophetic mantle 
and inspires us to do so as well. 
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 (Reception in Founders Hall immediately following the talk.) 

Dr. Julia Upton, RSM, is a member of the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy 
of the Americas and has also been an Oblate of Mount Saviour Monastery 
in Elmira, New York, since 1979. She holds a doctorate in Theology from 
Fordham University and is Professor in the Department of Theology and 
Religious Studies at St. John’s University (NY), where she currently serves 
as University Provost. She is also a member of the Advisory Boards of Our 
Lady of Mercy Academy and Our Lady of Mercy School (Forest Hills, NY), 
the Board of Trustees of Washington Theological Union, and the 
international corporate board of Covenant House. 
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